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in the Civil Service during the war Those who
delighted in power could help themselves to it, and
those who possessed initiative were encouraged to
exercise it But as the days of peace slipped by, it
became evident that the official world was going to
resume its more decorous pre-war ways, and that there
would be soon no place for energetic pike in the placid
carp pond My Assistant Secretary saw what was
coming and determined to leave the Civil Service which
he had so recently joined He went to Lord Lee,
who had become Minister of Agriculture, and told him
But almost at the same moment my out-pf-work
scientist was elected to a Professorship in the University
of Oxford with a Fellowship at Magdalen thrown in
Then at last the part which I was to play was handed
out to me wife of an Oxford Don
Thus it was that after our marriage we set out to
explore the ancient City and University of Oxford
Our first business was to find a house Surely there
would be no difficulty about that1 Is not the University
of Oxford famed throughout the world for the beauty
of its buildings? Is it not famed also as the home of the
greatest of British architects, and one of the greatest of
men—Sir Christopher Wren? There, if anywhere in
England, all round Oxford must be well-built and well-
proportioned houses, models which all the rest of
England will hasten to copy1 Light-heartedly we began
our search, but we were soon to remember that we were
living in the days of the house famine, due to the
interruption of building during the war Day after
day and week after week we searched Oxford and all
about it, and as the days began to pass our spirits began
to fall lower and lower We had nearly thirty square
miles which we might explore, for according to the
University Regulations a Professor may reside anywhere
within three miles of Carfax We were perhaps
fastidious, I had enjoyed for many years living in a
delightful old farmhouse at Stanstead in Kent, and I
still luxuriated in the grace and spaciousness of the

